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A Refreshed Vision

A global marine industry that causes no harm 

to people or the environment. 



To lead the global marine industry in the promotion of safe and environmentally 
responsible transportation of crude oil, oil products, petrochemicals and gas, and to 
drive the same values in the management of related offshore marine operations. We do 
this by developing best practices in the design, construction and safe operation of 
tankers, barges and offshore vessels and their interfaces with terminals and considering 
human factors in everything we do. tankers, barges and offshore vessels and their 
interfaces with terminals and considering human factors in everything we do.
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OCIMF Scope



Publications

Books and Information Papers



“something always has to happen before something happens”

Human Factors





BIQ

• Chapter 1 - General Particulars 

• Chapter 2 - Certification & Documentation

• Chapter 3 - Crew Management

• Chapter 4 - Navigation & Communications

• Chapter 5 - Safety Management

• Chapter 6 - Pollution Prevention

• Chapter 7 - Structure

• Chapter 8 - Cargo Handling

• Chapter 9 - Mooring

• Chapter 10 - Towing & Pushing vessels

• Chapter 11 - Machinery spaces

• Chapter 12 - General appearance

• Chapter 13 - Packed cargo



•



The world of the tankers



The world of the barges… and the barge adviser …
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Committee structure



Committee structure

RBM EU
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RBM NA



OCIMF Strategic Project to increase application of Best Practice and 
Programmes for Barges

2023/24 Short term work to address Regional Barge 

Issues 

2023/25 Build Global Barge Guide and deploy to the Industry

2024/25 Work to Increase Regional 

OCIMF Membership

2025/26 Revise BIQ to incorporate 

GBG

2026/27 Deploy BIRE 2.0

2023+ Regional Engagements to promote the OCIMF Best Practices and Programmes as per the Regional Engagement 
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Statistics



The world of the barges… and the barge adviser …



Europe

• Legislation versus Highest standards and best practices

• 95 % of all tank barges have at least one BIRE inspection a year 

• Availability of personnel is perhaps the biggest problem now and in the near 

future

• Focus on Green Deal and autonomous or remote sailing

• Digitalisation

• Despite all high standards training incidents happen and will happen



South and Central America

• Amazon River  6400 km’s – Belem / Manaus / Peru 

• Paraguay / Parana Rivers  ca 5000 km’s – Buenos Aires / Asuncion / Bolivia & Peru

• Orinoco & Magdalena rivers – Colombia

• Tanker fleet of about 2700 barges (95% dumb barges) with push boats, ca 400 BIRE inspections are carried out each year

• Over 300 operators, often small family companies, no branch organisation in this region

• Legislation is in place but not in focus - Industry is looking for higher standards

• Training of people is needed

• Security is the biggest threat in this area (armed robberies, drugs, theft of cargo)

• Loading in open conditions

• No harmonisation in vetting standards like in Europe, which makes raising standards a long and hard process



South and Central America

• OCMF has started a campaign that more (all) oil- & energy companies will become an OCIMF member

• Promote BIRE inspections and TMSA for operators

• Revision of the inspection questionnaire (BIQ)

• Give training for new BIRE inspectors (CAT3)

• Publish relevant OCIMF publications in Spanish and Portuguese

• Adjust ISGINTT 2 for this region and create a Global Barge Guide for SCA

• Engagement with this industry at least on yearly base

• Publication of the information paper “Recommendation for converting Inland Tank Barges from op to closed cargo operations” 



North America

• Mississippi River 3700 km’s most prominent Missouri / Ohio / Tennessee

• 6000 BIRE inspections on yearly base – ca 4500 tank barges (all dumb barges)

• Big push convoys up to 35 barges and Articulated Tug Barges ATB’s on intracoastal waterway’s

• Legislation US Coast Guard / Jones Act / Subchapter M (since June 2022)

• ca. 350 operators and are member of the American Waterway Operators AWO 

• Industry has the same standards as in Europe and the same challenges

• Challenges are: (bridge) collisions, man over board, spills, lack of personnel

• Communication and digitalisation causes distraction – Operation Clean Wheelhouse



North America

• Engage with the industry

• AWO and Platform Zero Incidents PZI have plans to share information and work together

• Update of the BIQ will be done this year

• Together with the industry we adjust ISGINTT 2 for this region and create a Global Barge Guide for NA



China

• Yangtze River 6300 km’s 2.700 is IWW – main channel has 2400 tank barges – 1700 small tank barges in the canals – main ports Wuhan / Nanjing / Shanghai

• Yellow River / Pearl River / Hong Kong – Macau area

• Industry has ca. 8000 tank barges (self propelled only a few dumb barges)

• Only Chemical- and Gas barges have a SIRE inspection

• Three big oil companies active PetroChina, CNOOC and Unipec

• Authority is China MSA



China

• Over 300 operators active (big & small) (private- and state owned companies)

• Fleet age is about 10 years, but build on old standards

• About 300 barges sail on LNG

• Young people are not interested in sailing on barges



China

• Industry is looking for help (we are in chaos..)

• We will translate ISGINTT 2 into Chinese

• ISGINTT2 will adjusted for this region to a Global Barge Guide for China

• We will start an inspection program for China in 2024 in three steps so that 3.000 barges will get a BIRE inspection

• In Q4 2023 or Q1 2024 will start training ca. 35 CAT3 inspectors

• Translation of publications for this region will also be done in Chinese

• Yearly engagement with this industry



India



India – MARITIME INDIA VISION 2030



Rest of the world

• Africa

• South-East Asia (Indonesia, Vietnam/Cambodia)

• Japan

• Australia



Engagement
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ISGINTT Launch Antwerp February 13th 2023



Regional Engagement



It’s not about numbers, it is about people



Thank you for your attention !!
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