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Concerns over fuel issues

A fuel crisis in The Netherlands?

?| ° JT³ x JxX³ ³XZÄXӃӃ «zŷ
(8$  ´´ÄX´ J«­º|X³ ÇJ³« «z
JM­Äº NӃ­zzXT `ӃºX³´

ASV calls on the government 
to take action on inland 
shipping fuel issues
Ship captains report fuel 
problems

KBN calls for greater 
transparency regarding fuel 
for inland vessels
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(Èº³J Æ z ӃJ«NX ³X²Ä ³XT  «  «ӃJ«T ÇJºX³ÇJÉ º³J«´°­³º

A|X³X J³X NÄ³³X«ºӃÉ ZÄXӃ ´Ä°°ӃÉ  ´´ÄX´ J]XN «z  «ӃJ«T
´| °° «zŸ
.« ´XÆX³JӃ NJ´X´ŵ ZÄXӃ `ӃºX³´ J³X MXN­ª «z NӃ­zzXTŵ Ç| N| NJ«
NJÄ´X X«z «X´ º­ ´ºJӃӃŸ

$|XN¦ ZÄXӃ ´É´ºXª´ XÈº³J NJ³XZÄӃӃÉ
#X JӃX³º º­ J«É JM«­³ªJӃ  X´
>X°­³º °³­MӃXª´  ªªXT JºXӃÉ

 ZÄXӃ N³ ´ ´  « A|X 6Xº|X³ӃJ«T´ų
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The mandatory blending of FAME with pure 
DIESEL, imposed by the EU, is a crime and 
an economic offence against citizens and 
businesses. A massive scam.

Diesel simply needs to stay clean é it now runs for 

3,000 hours before the filters start to show rising back 

pressure, and thatôs without any stopgap measures

é safety simply must remain the top priority .

The government had promised to carry 
out thorough research into the risks 
associated with the use of biodiesel in 
inland waterway transport. However, this 
research has been carried out only half-
heartedly and incompletely, and it seems 
that this government would rather play 
Russian roulette with OUR SAFETY and 
OUR EQUIPMENT for the sake of the 
environment , rather than taking practical 
considerations and reality into account.

FX J³X X« ºӃXT º­ J NӃXJ« J«T ´JZX ZÄXӃŲ
#XNJÄ´X º|Jº Ç|­ӃX ªJº|XªJ NJӃ ZJ³NX ¦«­Ç«
J´ >(& ... Ç ӃӃ ³XJӃӃÉ T­ «­º| «z º­  ª°³­ÆX º|X
NӃ ªJºXŵ J´ ÄӃ ªJºXӃÉ ª­«XÉ  ´ º|X ­«ӃÉ º| «z
º|Jº N­Ä«º´Ÿ HXº º|X  «T Æ TÄJӃ ´¦ °°X³  ´
´JTTӃXT Ç º| J |ÄzX ´JZXºÉ ³ ´¦ J«T º|X ³ ´¦ ­Z
´ z« `NJ«º X«z «X TJªJzXŸ

.ºŻ́ z­­T º|Jº º| ´  ´ MX «z | z|Ӄ z|ºXTŸ #Äº ´|­ÄӃT«Żº ÇXŵ
J´ º|X º³J«´°­³º ´XNº­³ŵ ºJ¦X J ´ºJ«T J«T ªJ¦X  º NӃXJ³ º|Jº
ÇX «­ Ӄ­«zX³ Ç ´| º­ MX °J³º ­Z º|X´X JTª « ´º³J ÆX
´|X«J« zJ«´ų* 5(  « T X´XӃŷ °J°X³ $8Ǘ́ JÆ «z´ŵ ³XJӃƈ
Ç­³ӃT °³­MӃXª´
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A­TJÉŻ´ JzX«TJ

1. Biofuels: a short recap

2. Use of biofuels in inland shipping

ǐŸ F|Jº  Z º| «z´ z­ Ç³­«zų

ǑŸ 5­³X N|JӃӃX«zX´ J|XJTų
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Biofuels:
a short recap1.
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What is 
it going 
to be?

(ӃXNº³ N

 ªª­« JHydrogen

Methanol

Biofuels

?
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&³­°ƈ « ZÄXӃ´

Up to 90% 
CO2

reduction 
possible

Biomass

FAME

HVO

Hydrotreated Vegetable Oil
Produced by hydrocracking 
or hydrogenation

Fatty Acid Methyl Esters
Produced by 
transesterification
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Drop-in fuels: HVO

Stable and high quality
Blends up to 100% HVO possible
Can often be used without 
modifications to the engine

Very expensive
Competition with SAF expected 
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Drop-in fuels: FAME

Bad reputation
C° º­ Ǔӆ * 5(  « źN­«ÆX«º ­«JӃŻ
diesel
Blends up to 100% FAME possible

Precautionary measures needed:
Heated fuel tanks
Purification 
Water management
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Use of Biofuels in 
Inland Shipping2.
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Decarbonisation in inland shipping

Decarbonisation in inland shipping:
35% CO2 reduction in 2035
>90% CO2 reduction in 2050

Implementation of RED-III in The 
Netherlands:

Obligation of the fuel supplier
3,8% CO2 reduction in 2026
14,5% CO2 reduction in 2030
Renewable fuel only
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RED-III

Risk of bunker tourism
Implementation of RED-III in Belgium 
delayed
No implementation in Germany
Dutch fuel market is ready

Mitigating measure in 2026:
2,5% CO2 reduction (instead of 3,8%)
Drop in fuel supply in The Netherlands
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What if things 
go wrong?3.
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Ordering fuel Sampling

Quality claims

Terms and conditions Causality
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Ordering fuel

8³TX³ «z º|X ź³ z|ºŻ ZÄXӃ Z­³ º|X ÆX´´XӃ  ´ º|X
responsibility of the owner

Sellers should provide information on the 
fuel supplied

Owners have a responsibility as well
Type of fuel
Composition of the fuel
Terms and conditions
Sampling and analysis?
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Terms and conditions
Sellers often take good care of themselves

Are the terms and conditions applicable?
Commercial motives regularly play a role

?XӃӃX³Ż´ Ӄ JM Ӄ ºÉ ­ZºX« ÆX³É Ӄ ª ºXTŷ
źA|X ?XӃӃX³  ´not liable for any damage resulting from 

errors or unlawful acts by itself, its employees or any other 
°X³´­«´ X«zJzXT MÉ ­³ ­« MX|JӃZ ­Z º|X ?XӃӃX³ ƎŸŸŸƏŻ

źA|X ?XӃӃX³  ´ «­º Ӄ JMӃX Z­³any damage resulting from or 
directly or indirectly related to the use of alternative or 

biological fuelsŻ
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Sampling
Standard practice for seagoing vessels, but 
rare in inland shipping

Essential for all quality disputes
Valuable insights on using and storing the fuel

Once a potential quality issue arises:
Take tank samples
Invite the supplier for sampling and analysis

Be aware of the terms and conditions:
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Sampling


